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Diseases  Transmitted Animals to Pose threat  

In the wake of the floods Pakistan is faced with a serious threat of the outbreak of zoonotic 

diseases. 

3 

UN warns of diseases in Pakistan  

The United Nations warned Monday that up to 3.5 million children were at risk from water-

borne diseases in flood-hit Pakistan and said it was bracing to deal with thousands of poten-

tial cholera cases. 

4 

Ȭ4ÉÍÂÅÒ -ÁÆÉÁȭ ÍÁÄÅ ÆÌÏÏÄÓ ×ÏÒÓÅ 

Pakistan has just 5.2 per cent forest cover, which contributed to the scale of the  flooding  
5 

Failing the Environment  

Five environment projects, which started in 2009, could not achieve their targets. 
7 

The vanishing Margalla Hills  

The stone-crushing activities of 11 private interests continue in Margalla Hills,  
8 

Flood threatens endangered blind Indus dolphins  
(ÉÓÔÏÒÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÓÔ ÆÌÏÏÄ ÉÎ 2ÉÖÅÒ )ÎÄÕÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ύϊφȟτττ ÃÕÓÅÃÓ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÆÌÏ×ȟ ÓÕÒÇÉÎÇ 

through Guddu Barrage on Friday evening, would not only affect humans, but also the en-

dangered and unique species of blind Indus dolphins. 

9 

Pakistan Floods Ravage Bear Sanctuary  

Unfortunately  recent flood in Pakistan badly affected and destroyed the KUND bear sanctu-

ary. The KUND Park sanctuary is located between the Indus and Kabul Rivers in North-West 

Frontier Province, the epicenter of the recent floods. 

10 

Millions of livestock in danger in flood -hit areas  

FAO official says chickens, goats, sheep can be taken to safer places in boats.   
11 

Notes from the flood zone  

This flood is worse than the 2005 earthquake because it is going to cause prolonged misery.  
12 

3ÈÁÔÔÅÒÉÎÇ .ÏÁÈȭÓ !ÒË 

Animal habitat in Sindh devastated by floods. 
13 

17 crore Pakistani should plant saplings on Independence Day: Afridi  

Federal Minister for Environment Hameed Ullah Jan Afridi asked 17 crore Pakistanis to 

plant saplings on their name on the eve of Independence Day of Pakistan. 

14 

More villages submerged in Thatta  

The surging Indus flowing at 916,000 cusecs downstream Kotri 
15 

Wildlife and Parks Dept to prepare report of losses in floods  

Hundreds of big and small precious animals have perished and disappeared from the flood-

hit districts of Punjab. Wildlife and Parks Department of Punjab will prepare reports.  

16 

 

4ÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÕÐ χπϷ ÏÆ #/ς ÅÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓȭ 
The transport system contributes around 70 percent towards environmental degradation, 

and was a major cause of concern for environmentalists. 
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granted. But even if we think from a selfish 

point of view, we should realise that our 

ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣέ 

argues Professor Aqeel Ahmed, a microbi-

ologist at Karachi University. 

  

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ 

that many of the animals we class as live-

stock are also faced with malnutrition. This 

will ultimately lead to the spread of diseases 

in them and that would in turn directly im-

pact our food supply. We will face meat and 

Ƴƛƭƪ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΦ  

 

Interestingly, some senior government offi-

cials acknowledge the problem. 

 

άhǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴ 

active role and there has to be proper coor-

dination between all the government de-

partments. Negligence will lead to an epi-

 

 

 

By Hasan Abdullah   
18 Aug, 2010  

 

SUKKUR: In the wake of the floods Pakistan 

is faced with a serious threat of the out-

break of zoonotic diseases, which are trans-

mitted from animals to humans, and a num-

ber of other seriously infectious diseases.  

 

As the floods are causing untold misery to 

millions of people across the country, the 

focus quite understandably are the humans. 

But many experts say the operational pa-

rameters need to be revised. 

 

ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƛπ

mal welfare in Pakistan. Secondly we have 

no system in place to monitor the health of 

our animals and we tend to take them for 

demic and we will have ourselves to blame. 

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 

a provincial minister.  

 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ 

butchers are going around collecting dead 

animals and selling their meat to unsuspect-

ƛƴƎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

 

Meanwhile, the Sindh health department 

says it has taken notice of the looming 

threat. 

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΦ L ŀƳ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 

worried about the spread of Congo virus 

and tuberculosis in the flood-hit areas. The 

95hǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ 

ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΣέ ǎŀȅǎ {ƛƴŘƘ IŜŀƭǘƘ aƛƴƛǎπ

ter Dr Saghir Ahmed. 

DISEASES TRANSMITTED FROM ANIMALS TO POSE THREAT 
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The United Nations estimates that 1,600 people have died in the 

floods, while the government in Islamabad has confirmed 1,384 

deaths. 

 

Several hundred people Monday blocked the main highway linking 

the breadbasket of Punjab province to the financial capital Karachi, 

calling for assistance and holding up traffic for more than an hour, 

witnesses said. 

 

"We have no food and no shelter. We need immediate help," 

shouted the protesters, who included women and children. 

Logistical nightmares, shortages of helicopters to access remote ar-

eas, and more rains that triggered landslides have forced authorities 

and aid agencies to take desperate measures. 

 

As urgent appeals for international aid are made, policemen Monday 

guided 30 donkeys strapped with flour, rice, cooking oil and sugar 

along narrow, muddy tracks and mountain terrain to villages. 

 

"Two of my donkeys got injured as they fell on a narrow track," said 

donkey owner Munawarullah Khan, beating his animal with a stick to 

force it to move. In a nearby riverbed, several mules turned over and 

rubbed their backs on wet sand. "They are exhausted," he said. 

UN warns of diseases in 
Pakistan  
The United Nations warned Monday that up 
to 3.5 million children were at risk from wa-
ter-borne diseases in flood-hit Pakistan and 
said it was bracing to deal with thousands of 
potential cholera cases. 

 

 

 

 

Described as the worst humanitarian crisis in the world Tuesday, the 

three-week disaster has affected 20 million people, and it has de-

stroyed crops, infrastructure, towns and villages, according to the 

Pakistani government. 

 

The UN has launched an aid appeal for $460 million, but charities say 

the response has been sluggish and flood survivors on the ground 

have lashed out against the weak civilian government for failing to 

help. 

 

Maurizio Giuliano, spokesman for the UN Office for the Coordination 

of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), feared that Pakistan was on the 

brink of a "second wave of death" unless more donor funds material-

ize. 

 

"Up to 3.5 million children are at high risk of deadly water-borne 

diseases, including diarrhea-related, such as watery diarrhea and 

dysentery," he said, estimating the total number at risk from such 

diseases at 6 million. 

 

Typhoid and hepatitis A and E are also concerns, he said. 

"We fear we're getting close to the start of seeing a second wave of 

death if not enough money comes through, due to water-borne dis-

eases along with lack of clean water and food shortages," he said. 



 

Page 5 Volume 2, Issue VIII 

Institute, says that by trapping rain water in leaves, branches and roots, 

forests serve to slow down the flow of flood water. In contrast, defor-

ested areas become more susceptible to flooding and landslides. 

 

But the absence of forests to slow down the flow of flood water was not 

the only way in which deforestation contributed to the scale of the 

disaster. 

 

Illegal logging 

 

Locals say that in Dir, Swat and Nowshera, the floods swept away large 

amounts of lumber and that at one point the River Panjkora contained 

so much wood that the surface appeared to be black. 

 

Much of this timber had been stored in ravines by the country's power-

ful timber mafia, which engages in illegal logging, while it was awaiting 

transportation to the south. Dislodged by the floods and swept away by 

the water, the timber destroyed almost all of the bridges in its path and 

filled the Turbela Dam Reservoir. 

 

The destruction of bridges in the Malakand region caused the districts 

of Lower Dir, Upper Dir and Chitral to be cut off from the rest of the 

country, while many areas within these districts and Swat were discon-

nected from each other. 

 

 

 

The people trapped in these areas face acute supply shortages as well 

as a lack of medication and petroleum. Roads have been washed away, 

leaving residents to track through the mountains in search of essential 

commodities. 

 

Pakistan's forests have always come under immense strain, but Sarhad 

Awami Forestry Ittehad (SAFI), a local organisation that works to  

Ȭ4ÉÍÂÅÒ -ÁÆÉÁȭ ÍÁÄÅ 
floods worse 
Pakistan has just 5.2 per cent forest cover, 
which contributed to the scale of the 

 flooding  

 

 

 

 

By Amir Mohammad Khan  

AUGUST 17, 2010    

 
When the residents of Mian Gujar village in Peshawar, northwestern 

Pakistan went to bed on the night of August 31, they noticed nothing 

unusual about the water level of the nearby Shah Alam River. But in 

the early hours of the morning they were woken by shouts from the 

street and floodwater gushing into their homes. 

 

"As I opened my eyes, I found a pool of water in my house and saw 

the level going up. The first thing I did was to immediately shift my 

family members to the rooftop," says Jehanzeb. 

 

But sensing that they were still in danger, Jehanzeb and his family 

waded to a safer spot. 

 

"As I returned home to save whatever I could I found my house sub-

merged under 10 feet of water. Part of it collapsed," he says. 

"The speed at which the water level rose was astonishing." 

 

Deforestation 

Experts too believe the water levels rose at an alarming rate and say 

that inadequate forest cover in the north-west of the country was 

largely to blame for the intensity of the floods. 

 

Shakil Qadir, the provincial head of the National Disaster Manage-

ment Authority (NDMA), has highlighted the role of deforestation in 

Swat, Dir, Hazara and Gilgit Baltistan. 

Pakistan has only 5.2 per cent forest cover, but had it had the neces-

sary 20 to 25 per cent, the ferocity of the floods would have been 

minimised and the damage caused far milder. 

 

Syed Said Badshah Bukhari, the director-general of Pakistan Forest Continued...  
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protect them, says that in parts of Malakand more than 70 per cent of 

forests were illegally cut down between 2007 and 2009 when the Paki-

stani Taliban controlled the region. 

 

"Forests were cut ruthlessly by the timber mafia under the protection of 

the militants," says Riaz Ahmad Khan, the president of SAFI. The organi-

sation says the Taliban made large sums of money working in collabora-

tion with the timber mafia. 

"At the moment more than two million feet of timber is flowing in Tur-

bela Dam only. 

 

"Thousands of trees were uprooted by the flashflood, which further 

damaged the existing forest cover." 

 

Changing seasonal rhythms 

 

Bashir Khan, the director-general of the Environmental Protection 

Agency, says deforestation is also partly to blame for an increase in se-

vere weather patterns like those witnessed in Pakistan. 

A study conducted by the Pakistan Forest Institute showed a 0.85°C 
increase in temperatures in Peshawar between 1985 and 2009 - an 
increase of 0.034°C each year. 
 
 
It also revealed a change in seasonal rhythms, with spring starting 
15.6 days earlier and becoming 17.8 days shorter. The extreme sum-
mer season, with a mean maximum temperature of 35°C, grew 
longer - running for five months, from May to September. 
 
 
There was also a 30 per cent decrease in rainfall, with a shift towards 
a dry tropical climate where for eight months of the year less than 
25mm of rain fell. Khan says that the heavy rains experienced this 
year indicate that climate change is taking place. 
 
Shakil Qadir, the NDMA regional director, says that reforestation is 
now critical. 
 
 
"There must be heavy investment in reforestation of the areas 
[affected by the floods] to make [sure they are more] secure in fu-
ture." 

Cont: Timber mafia made floods worse 

Deforestation  

responsible for ferocity of 
floods  

 

GULF NEWS  
 

As Pakistan battles one of its worst floods in recent history, experts here 
say that the widespread destruction was caused in part because of mas-
sive deforestation in mountainous and riverine areas. 

 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ тл҈ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
мфптΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ŀƘƛǊ vǳǊŜǎƘƛΣ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŦƻǊ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), here yesterday.  

 

ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǳŜƭǎΣ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎŜ 
Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǿƻƻŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƻƪ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ǿŀǊƳΦέ  

   
He said that the riverine forests were the first line of defense against the 
raging floods.  

 

ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ǘƘŜ ŦŜǊƻŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
been cut everywhere from Murree to lower-Punjab to upper-{ƛƴŘƘΦέ 
With long periods of droughts and low flows in the River Indus, influen-
tial landlords encroached upon the embankments and cut trees, he said. 

A large number of people of the country use firewood for heating, 
ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǝŀǎ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ 
infrastructures.  

 

Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), which can easily be transported in 
cylinders, was originally introduced as an alternative fuel to firewood, 
but it is increasingly being used in large cities to run auto rickshaws, 
taxis and pickup-trucks. 

 
Progas Managing Director Abbas Bilgrami says that 80% of the LPG 
ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ άhǳǘ ƻŦ мΦуƳƴ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƻƴƭȅ ослΣллл ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΦέ  

  
The potential market for LPG consumers in far-flung villages exceeds 
моƳƴ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¸ŜǘΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
demand.  

 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦέ   The gov-
ernment must come up with a targeted-subsidy scheme for encour-
aging use of LPG at places where forests were being chopped, he 
said.  

 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ b[/ όbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
[ƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎ /Ŝƭƭύ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ [tDΦέ    

 
Under regulations of Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority, the LPG mar-
keting companies are bound to sell a certain percentage of their 
stocks in northern areas, which are deprived of piped gas. 
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ŘŀǘŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 

WŀƘŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ DǊŜŜƴ {Ŝŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ άŘƛŘ 

ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜέΦ 

Meanwhile, the Industrial Survey Program, according to Jahan, also 

failed because the ministry of environment conducted only one of the 

16 surveys planned all over the country. 

The Environmental Friendly Brick Manufacturing Programme also failed 

as Pak-EPA was unable to identify environmentally safe brick-

manufacturing technologies, according to DG Pak-EPA Asif Shujja Khan. 

Khan added that Vehicular Pollution Control programme, also initiated 

under ABCD project, could not achieve its targets as no promotional 

activities were undertaken for the use of catalytic converters in petrol 

vehicles. 

These catalytic converters are installed in motor cars to reduce the 

emission of carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides and hydrocarbons by up 

to 90 per cent, and to reduce sulphur content produced by motor diesel 

fuel by up to 99.95 per cent, he said. 

Former deputy director of the United Nations (UN) environment pro-

gramme, Shafqat Kakakhel, said that according to Global Forest Re-

sources Assessment 2005, Pakistan is losing Rs126.815billion per annum 

due to illegal removal of trees. 

Quoting figures from Pakistan Strategic Country Environmental Assess-

ment Report of the World Bank, he said that land covered by forests in 

Pakistan is declining every year. 

ά!ǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ н ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ 

ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ нΦпт ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƛƴ нллрΣέ ǎŀƛŘ YŀƪŀƪƘŜƭΦ 

Failing the Environment 

Five environment projects, which started in 
2009, could not achieve their targets. 

 

 

 

August 23 rd , 2010   

ISLAMABAD: Five programmes falling under the Activity Based Capac-

ity Development (ABCD) project, which was started in 2009 by Paki-

stan Environmental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA), have failed to 

achieve their objectives. 

These programmes include Industrial Environmental Improvement 

Plan, Industrial Survey Programme, Pakistan Green Seal Programme, 

Environmental Friendly Brick Manufacturing Programme, and Vehicu-

lar Pollution Control Programme. 

Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency, according to its website, 

is an attached department of the Ministry of Environment and is 

responsible for implementing the Pakistan Environmental Protection 

Act 1997. 

According to ministry of environment officials, the projects failed to 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ άŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƻǊ 

Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ōŀǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎέΦ 

A senior official of the ministry, on condition of anonymity, said that 

a sum of Rs16.347million was allocated to these failed projects. 

The situation in the country, according to this official, is dire as ap-

proximately 155,915 acres of forest lands all over the country have 

either been transferred or leased out to the private sector on nomi-

nal rents. 

Secretary Environment Javaid Malik told The Express Tribune that he 

ǿŀǎ άǳƴŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέΦ 

Deputy General (DG) Environment Protection Department Punjab Dr 

{ƘŀƎǳŦǘŀ {ƘŀƘ WŀƘŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ 

ABCD project, Program 25/75 Industrial Environmental Improvement 

Plan ςwhich aimed to reduce pollution by cutting deals with individ-

ual industrial unitsς failed because the government did not pursue 

their owners. 

άaƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

National Environmental Quality Standards by not reporting their 

 

http://tribune.com.pk/story/41980/failing-the-environment/
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The vanishing Margalla Hills 

The stone-crushing activities of 11 private in-
terests continue in Margalla Hills, despite hav-
ing been issued notices by the Pakistan Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA) for 
operating illegally in the Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT).  

 

 

 

 
 
 
Published in The Express Tribune  
August 25 th , 2010  

 

Assistant Commissioner ICT Captain Farid said the administration was 

working towards implementing the Pakistan Environment Protect Act 

(PEPA) promulgated in 1997. The environment act is a comprehensive 

25-page document setting the ground rules for the protection of envi-

ronment in the country. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ t9t!Σ άbƻ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ Ŏƻƴπ

struction or operation unless he has filed [a petition] with the [authority 

ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘϐ ΧΣ ƻǊΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴ ŀŘπ

verse environmental effects [and in this case, the party will need to get 

ǇǊƛƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎϐΦέ 

ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘŀȅ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻǊ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘǳǘŘƻǿƴΣέ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ CŀǊƛŘ ǘƻƭŘ The Express Tribune, 

adding that the ICT administration was going to launch another opera-

tion in collaboration with CDA environment directorate, industries and 

ƭŀōƻǳǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ άƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƻǇŜǊŀπ

ǘƛƻƴǎέΦ 

Director General (DG) Pak-EPA Asif Shuja said that 50 of the 61 stone 

crushers operating in Margalla Hills have had their leases expired. He 

said Pak-EPA will suspend supply of electricity to these stone crushers to 

force them to stop their operations.  ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ 

before the court under Section 16 of the Environment Protection Act. If 

they are unable to give a satisfactory reason for not getting their 

ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ όǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜύ ƛǎǎǳŜŘΣέ 

DG Shuja added. 

Section 16 of PEPA empowers the concerned official body (in this 

case Pak-EPA) to issue notices to companies that they deem are 

causing preventable damage to the environment. 

These actions follow a meeting between high officials of the Ministry 

of Environment, ICT, Capital Development Authority, Islamabad Elec-

tric Supply Company, Department of Mines and Minerals on Thurs-

day, August 19, to discuss the unabated stone-crushing activities in 

Margalla Hills. 

The stone-crushers association of Margalla Hills says that 25,000 

families depend on their operations, and will be badly affected if 

their operations are brought to a halt. 

άLŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǳǎΣ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭƭ 

over the country will suffer and the rates for stones used in construc-

ǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƪȅǊƻŎƪŜǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

But the environment takes precedence in this particular case, ac-

ŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5D {ƘǳƧŀΦ ά²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŎǊǳǎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘŜπ

stroy the natural beauty of these hills, while at the same time crush-

ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦέ 

Corporate farming  
 

 

 

 

 
Hasnain Khan  
August 03, 2010  

Canada: A common myth presents technological advancement as a 

way to guarantee food security. Corporate farming (also known as 

petro-farming), which is chemical-intensive, petro-intensive, and 

water-intensive, is being touted as a solution to food shortage. How-

ever, in terms of nutrition per acre and biodiversity, small farmers 

fare much better than do large corporate monoculture farms. 

Because they are chemical-intensive, large corporate farms deplete 
land fertility within a few years. The same chemicals seep into the 

Continued...  

http://tribune.com.pk/story/42631/the-vanishing-margalla-hills/
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pen when clean drinking water is scarce, shantytowns grow, and these 
peasants work menial jobs in futile attempts to make ends meet. 

¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭǎΣ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘǎΣ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭπ
ists and businessmen have literally nothing to lose from such deals. 
Furthermore, the government and its supporters within the opposition 
lack a holistic view of land and the environment, evident in their deeply 
flawed policies, which have reduced environmental protection to set-
ting records of tree planting. The little dissent to these deals that does 
exist is only concerned with peasants and their land rights. Unless we 
quickly realise the relationship between land, water, environment, 
food and health, we will inflict on Pakistan an unprecedented and irre-
versible blow. 

water supply as run-off and contaminate drinking water. Furthermore, 
with water already in short supply in Pakistan, farmers are increas-
ingly using untreated sewage water to irrigate their farmland. Re-
search done at the University of Agriculture, Faisalabad, has revealed 
that untreated sewage contains dangerous levels of metals and toxins 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ŎƘŀƛƴΦ 

The arrival of large investors and the introduction of sophisticated 
technology will, in addition to putting heavy stress on our natural 
resources, displace peasants from farmland and fuel their migration 
towards urban centres. A peasant with a small farm may be poor, but 
will usually not die of starvation. One can only imagine what will hap-

Flood threatens  
endangered blind Indus 
dolphins 
 
 
 
 
By Amar Guriro    

 
Y!w!/ILΥ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƛƴ wƛǾŜǊ LƴŘǳǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ фснΣллл 
cusecs water flow, surging through Guddu Barrage on Friday evening, 
would not only affect humans, but also the endangered and unique 
species of blind Indus dolphins. 
 
As gates of all major barrages, canals and feeders would be opened 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŦƭƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎ ǎƭƛǇǇƛƴƎ 
in the canals would increase, which may cause casualties, experts 
warned. 
 
Declaring an emergency, the Sindh Wildlife Department (SWD) has 
issued directives to the staff to be on high alert and remain at the river 
embankments. 
 
Despite the declaration of emergency, the department and other in-
ternational NGOs working on Indus Dolphin including Pakistan Wet-
lands Programme, United Nations Information Centre, World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF)-Pakistan, International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) and others have not taken any practical steps. 
 
SWD Conservator Hussain Bux Bhaagat admitted the threat to dol-
ǇƘƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά5ƻƭǇƘƛƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƭƛǇ ƛƴ ŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ {ǳƪƪǳǊ ŀƴŘ YƻǘǊƛ 
Barrage and in the canals and distributaries, as it happened in 1990s, 
when after a few weeks of high flooding in River Indus we found skele-
ǘƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦ ŎŀƴŀƭǎΦέ 
 
Bhaagat said not only the blind dolphins, but also other wildlife such as 
hog deer would be badly affected, as during the flood the deer would 
ōŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ ǘƘŜ YŀǘŎƘŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΦ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
do anything. No mechanism would work because of the scale of flood-
ƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 

The Indus dolphin, locally called the Bulhan, is a unique freshwater 
mammal that is only found in River Indus. It is declared as the second 
most threatened fresh water dolphin species after the Chinese river 
ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ .ŀƛƧƛ ōȅ L¦/bΩǎ wŜŘ 5ŀǘŀ [ƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘŀƴπ
gered species. 
 
The Indus River Dolphin Reserve spread over 900 kilometres between 
the Jinnah Barrage, Punjab to Sukkur Barrage, Sindh also a Ramsar site 
is protected under the Ramsar Convention, 1971 held in the Iranian 
city, Ramsar.  
 
One can judge the rarity of the species with the 2009 official census, 
which revealed the population as only 900 between Guddu and Sukkur 
Barrage, while the population between Jinnah and Guddu Barrage was 
estimated at 400 in the year 2006. 
 
ά5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƭƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ŜǾŜƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
downstream Sukkur and Kotri, which would be a disaster, especially 
because after the water level goes back to normal they would not be 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǿƛƳ ǳǇǎǘǊŜŀƳΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ L¦/b ƻŦŦƛπ
cial, Tahir Qureshi. He said dolphins could be saved by strict vigilance. 
 
When asked how IUCN is contributing for the protection of the spe-
cies, he said that officially IUCN is not running any project related to 
the Indus dolphin.  
 
However, WWF - Pakistan Director Indus for All Programme Dr Ghulam 
Akbar said there were no possibilities of dolphin causalities during the 
ŦƭƻƻŘΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ LƴŘǳǎ wƛǾŜǊ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǎƛŘŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ 
on the right side would be lesser and the dolphins would drift towards 
it; therefore even if they slipped downstream or even in canals, they 
can swim back after the flood recedes. So, I think there is nothing to 
ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5Ǌ !ƪōŀǊΦ 

Cont: Pakistan faces environmental degradation  
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Pakistan Floods Ravage 
Bear Sanctuary  

 
 

 

Unfortunately  recent flood in Pakistan badly affected and destroyed the 
KUND bear sanctuary. The KUND Park sanctuary is located between the 
Indus and Kabul Rivers in North-West Frontier Province, the epicenter of 
the recent floods. 

A flood warning system was in place but the dramatic rise in floodwaters 
ς reaching 60ft above river level ς did not give BRC staff enough time to 
remove the bears from danger. The team did all they could to try to se-
cure the safety of the bears by moving them to higher ground, staying at 
the sanctuary for as long as possible before they had to evacuate for 
their own personal safety. 

The recent floods have severely destroyed the Kund Park sanctuary, 
resulting in the tragic death of 20 of the 23 bears living there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Initially it was feared that all of the 23 bears at Kund Park had been 

lost but Babu, Maylu and Sohrab were found alive in the floodwa-

ters. 

Ȱ -ÁÍÍÁÌÉÁÎ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÁÔ 
Kund, spreading over an area of 12 hectare, at 
the junction of the rivers Kabul and the Indus. 
It started working as a professional research 
station in 2000, when facility for rehabilita-
tion of bears under semi natural conditions 
was developed. This facility was later ex-
panded to conduct basic studies on bear biol-
ÏÇÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȢȱ 
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LAHORE: Pakistan Poultry Association (PPA) Punjab presented a 
cheque of Rs 10 million to Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif with a 
promise to provide further assistance until the entire flood affectees 
are successfully rehabilitated.  

 
According to the PPA spokesman, Chairman of the Association Dr 
Mohammad Aslam, former Chairman Abdul Basit, Raza Khursand and 
Haji Muhammad Bashir, presented the cheque to the CM in a joint 
meeting on Wednesday. 

 
¢ƘŜ /a ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ tt! tǳƴƧŀōΩǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
ǎŜŎǘƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ άǳƴƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǌǳƛƴ-hit broth-
ers, adding that the sector should continue with its marvellous efforts. 
 
ά¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǳƭǘǊȅ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƭƻǎǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƛƴŦǊŀπ
structure had been demolished but the PPA would leave no stone 
ǳƴǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎέΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 
PPA delegation also presented documents regarding the problems 
being faced by the poultry industry and urged the CM to direct the 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ άƘǳǊŘƭŜǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
work. 

 
Dr Muhammad Aslam, Abdul Basit, Raza Khursand and Haji Muham-
mad Bashir also invited the Punjab CM for the National Poultry Con-
gress to be held on September 24 and 25. staff report 

 
 
 
 
ISLAMABAD: Millions of livestock have been affected by the floods in 
Pakistan and are badly in need of food and medicine, Food And Agri-
culture Organisation (FAO) of the UN said on Sunday. 
 
Around 200,000 cows, sheep, buffaloes, goats and donkeys have al-
ready been confirmed as dead or missing but the final numbers will be 
much higher, possibly into millions, according to a press release from 
ǘƘŜ C!h ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ wƻƳŜΣ LǘŀƭȅΦ άLŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǇƻǳƭǘǊȅ ƭƻǎǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ 
millions of animals have already died with the entire poultry stock 
ǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣέ C!h ǎŀƛŘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
surviving animals are now facing severe feed shortages, threatening 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪΦ 
 
 Many animals died because people had to leave them behind when 
they were rescued by the Pakistan military and other rescue services.  
 
ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴǎΣ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ 
ȅƻǳ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻ ƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǿΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ƛƳƻƴ aŀŎƪΣ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ 
C!h [ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ .ǊŀƴŎƘΦ άLƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ 
you see of flood victims being rescued, someone is clutching a goat or 
ŀ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴέΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
He quoted FAO field staff as reporting that in Sindh, flood victims are 
turning up at concentration points with large numbers of animals. The 
floods have affected the most densely populated livestock areas in 

Pakistan. Livestock make up about half of agricultural GDP. 
 
ά[ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘ 
ǘŜƭƭŜǊ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ ό!¢aύΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ 5ƻƻƭŀƴΣ {ŜƴƛƻǊ C!h hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ƛƴ 
ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ C!h ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ƛƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΦ άLƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōǳƛƭŘ 
up their herds and in bad times they sell livestock to generate cash. 
Every animal we save is a productive asset that poor families can use 
ǘƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǎǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
 
The main priority - and challenge - is to get feed to those animals that 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŦŜŜŘ - straw 
and forage - has been lost in the floods. For buffalo and cattle, it is 
essential to enable the herds to rebuild quickly during the next 
breeding season. It is also imperative to get medicines to animals that 
have fallen weak or sick because of the disaster. 
 
The UN has asked for $5.7 million in emergency assistance for live-
stock and FAO has mobilised $1.4 million of funds for the procure-
ment of feedstuff and for animal health vaccines. FAO will be asking 
for more money for this sector once the full scale of needs is clear. 

Millions of livestock in 
danger in flood-hit areas 
FAO official says chickens, goats, sheep can 
be taken to safer places in boats.   

PPA Punjab donates Rs 
10m for rehabilitation of 
flood victims 
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This flood is worse than the 2005 earthquake because it is going to cause 

prolonged misery. First of all, all this water is a cesspool in the making. 

People have no clean drinking water. Do you know what they are doing? 

Drinking flood water.  

This is causing gastrointestinal problems. Stagnant water and mosqui-

toes will ultimately result in malaria. I am not medically qualified, so I 

ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ 

all.  

!ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

monsoon season, and 

we all know all kinds 

of bugs and insects 

come out during the 

rains. In the affected 

areas, it is scorpions 

and snakes. They end 

up biting people, and 

people end up requir-

ƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 

readily available in the 

medical relief camps. 

 

 

 

Containing the damage 

The true extent of damage to infrastructure, property, livestock, biodi-

versity and the environment at large will only be known once the water 

recedes enough for experts to conduct environmental impact surveys. 

For now, we can just pitch in, however we can, for the rescue and relief 

effort and make the best of it. And difference is being made: 

 

After this long, tiring day I am happy to share that today the CIWC site 

office team of Pakistan Wetlands Programme provided more than 

500 kilograms of livestock fodder for the stranded livestock in 7 livestock 

relief camps.  

 

These camps are temporarily established between Taunsa and Kot Addu 

in collaboration with Punjab livestock department, Muzaffar Garh. 

More than 150 kilograms of fodder was directly distributed in com-

munities for stranded livestock. CIWC team also succeeded in provi-

sion of one trolley of livestock fodder to these camps by convincing a 

local landlord through negotiation and continuous coordination. 

Today more than 8,000 anti-malarial and anti-histamine medicines 

were provided to temporarily established medical relief camps in 

collaboration of Punjab health department and local NGO Saiban 

Welfare Foundation. Very soon I will share the detailed report of 

what is happening and what we have contributed in relief and rescue 

activities at Kot Addu on behalf of WWF-Pakistan Wetlands Pro-

ƎǊŀƳƳŜΦέ 

Zafar Ali,  Kot Addu Office of WWF ς tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ 

Programme. 

 

How floods have 

impacted animals 

As far as animals are 

concerned. Just yes-

terday a col-

league,Uzma Khan 

Director, Biodiversity 

at WWF and I were 

discussing how we 

will need to monitor 

all the canals and 

irrigation channels 

when the water re-

cedes to find any 

stranded Indus Dol-

phins. One was already sighted near Sukkur Barrage, but the water 

flow was too heavy to get across to it. And people were more in 

need of support. 

άно ōŜŀǊǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ Yt 
were being kept in a bear sanctuary at Kund 
Park in Swabi. Flood waters rose to about 60 
feet in that area and they drowned. There 
are also reports of several caged birds at the 
same park drowning because no one 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊŜŜΦέ 

 

Disaster Management plan, please. 

Notes from the flood zone 
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KARACHI: Their green homes were flooded, their bushy worlds sud-

denly turned upside down. All at once, hundreds of animals, birds 

and insects were left without shelter or food. But in a country where 

people are losing their lives and lands to the raging river, environ-

mental conservation and animal welfare always take a backseat. 

These animals, however, might make their presence felt as many of 

them are headed towards towns and cities. According to Rohri resi-

dents, three bewildered boars were seen near the Lance Down bridge 

on Wednesday. Making their way into Rohri city, the boars hid in 

bushes near some ponds, where they were hunted down with the help 

of dogs. Two of the boars were killed while the other managed to es-

cape. The ponds were a source of water for the residents. But now 

they are staying away from the ponds, thinking the boars might have 

contaminated them. 

The floods have ravaged riverine forests near the Indus, where many 

species of wildlife live, causing these animals to move out. Environ-

mental experts stress that if the Sindh wildlife department does not 

take initiatives to conserve these animals and their environment, some 

of the species might be pushed towards extinction. 

The vegetation in the kachcha areas from Kashmore to Thatta is 

thronged with animals, including the hog deer, black buck, chinkara, 

fishing cat, caracal, jungle cat, jackal, small Indian civet, wild boar, 

hare, hedgehog, common mongoose and several kinds of snakes. 

The ignored flood  survivors 

ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǎǿŜǇǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƴŜŀǊ aƛǘƛŀƴƛ ƛƴ bŀǳǎƘŜǊƻ CŜǊƻȊΣ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƻƎ ŘŜŜǊ ǎŎŀƳǇŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΣέ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜŜǊ ǘƻƻƪ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎǳƎŀǊπ

cane fields nearby but some people went into the fields and killed two 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

Residents of Keti Jatoi in Dadu district said hog deer were spotted on 

ǎƻƳŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎΣ άtƻŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 

ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴǘΦέ 

The hog deer is an endangered animal and its hunting is strictly prohib-

ited. According to Altaf Abro, Manger Conservation World Wildlife 

Fund-Pakistan (WWF-P), the hog deer is a nocturnal animal with short 

legs and a stocky appearance. When alarmed, the deer make a whis-

tling sound or give out a warning bark. Abro said the deer can swim 

well and are not afraid of entering water, which is why they often take 

temporary shelter on islands between the channels of the Indus. But 

after the floods, most of these islands were completely submerged, 

causing the deer to come into settlements. Many other mammals and 

reptiles have been affected by the devastation wrought by the floods. 

The floods have not just destroyed the habitat of animals, but will 

cause long-term repercussions for them. Outbreak of diseases is 

feared that is likely to crank up the mortality rate, said the deputy 

3ÈÁÔÔÅÒÉÎÇ .ÏÁÈȭÓ !ÒË 

Animal habitat in Sindh devastated by floods  
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