&“: foml ] B -
e - s

-AIR POLLUTIONN ISLAMABADTOUCHE®ANGEROUSEVELS
-ITALYTO FUNDOLIVEQULTIVATIONN PAKISTAN
-SAFEWATERTREATMENMETHODSSTRESSED
-SHOVINGTHETURTLE®SIDEFORA BIGGERHUT

I BIORESOURCEJRESEARCH CENTRE




bugh
(5to
00
for

Paga2

Pakistan Wildlife News

Pakistan Wildlife News

Issue |, Volume I

Bioresource Research Center

Inside this Issue...

Air Pollution in Islamabad Touches Dangerous Levels 3

34 Bazaar Road €% / 4 Islamabad A senior official of the PaleEPA put the blame on steel mills for the rising air pollution

Pakistan

Phone
+92 (0)51 2278044
+92 (0)2831321

Fax

+92(0)51 227 5899

Email

pbrc@pbrc.edu.pk

Website

www.pbrc.edu.pk

Netted Whale Shark brought dead on Karachi shore 4

The creature is found in the deep sea. No data exists on its population, but it has been re-
corded along the coast here

OAEEOOAT 80 51 AEOAT OAOAA s$sA A OAOGOAOQGEIT I 5

Pakistan has highest rate of deforestation in all of Asia

Italy to Fund Olive Cultivation Project 6

The Rs382 million project Commercialization and promotion of olive and olive products for
economic development and poverty alleviation is in final stages of approval with the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture for onward submission to the Planning Commission for consid-
eration by CDWP.

Wind Farms: a Perpetual Pipe Dream 7

Potential to generate 50,000MW and not a single windmill in sight

The Coal Project 8

May well be the answer to ensuring se#fliance and energy security to some extent

A company established under sec- pyistan Committed to laying Off Ozone Depletion Substances 9

tion 42 of Companies

nance, 1984

Company Registration No.
00000006755/20070601

AL, 5

The cover illustration shows a bear

Ordi- payistan is fully committed to its international obligations towardgprotecting the earth

In a 1974 Time Warp 10

The environment and climate change can be the pivot upon whicifioren of the entire sys-
tem of governance can be rotated and direction fixed

PSO Launches Environmental Friendly Fuel in Punjab 12

' The Pakistan State Oil (PSO) has launched its environment and constneadly E-10 fuel

in Punjab

Unabated Tree Cutting Cause Loss to Forests 13

Despite repeated efforts to enhance forest covered area to meet Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs)

Pakistan Needs Environmental Reform in Drinking Water Sector 15

OAEEOOAT AAOECI AGAA AO O7A0A0 OOOAOOAA Al OT OOUhG
(EFR)

Shoving the Turtles Aside for Bigger Hut 16
51 b1 AT T AA AAOAT T PI AT O AlTi1 ¢ +AOAAEEGO AAAAEAO EC
Pakistan faces environmental degradation of Rs 365bn yearly 17

Planning Commission official says country suffering excessive environmental damage

namedJugnoaaking bath in pond Block 5 to Start Producing Electricity in December 19

in kund sanctuary, Swabi

There is enough gas in Block 5 to produce 1,000 megawatts for forty years



http://www.pbrc.edu.pk/

Paga Volume 2, Issue

"' |AIR POLLUTIONIN |SLAMABAD

D wa::o /\/\ vices accurately as suggested which can béon in the city other than steel mills was

gauged from the fact that the dust particles ongoing construction activity in the city.
By Imran Ali Teepu and smoke in the area are visible from a .

Sunday. 04 Jul, 2010 naked eye, he said.

428 KIS NBO2NRSR | KA3Z

ter at 10, which lessens the visibility and if
ISLAMABAD: It seems the Pakistan Environan employee of a multinational company, they are small enough it can be inhaled and
ment Protection Agency (PdkPA) is help- |mtiaz Azhar, working in-9 I F¥SOG tdzy3aszé KS

less against9 industries which are produc- i <A senior official of
g p Industrial Zone told this The air of the city, he said,

ing pollutants of dangerous proportion GONROGSY aLGQAE GSNEBE RAFTTFAOAA
_ the PakEPA pUt was 70 to %O per cent pol-
A senior official of PaEPA while talking to breathe in the open as the uted and the normal level

Dawn put the blame on steel mills for the Steel mills emit a lot of smokethe blame on steebr air pollution is less than

rising air pollution as according to him their S@SYy RANAYy3I (GKS Rb& GAYS®E 35 per cent.

furnaces generated volumes of smoke. Imtiaz  suggested thatmIHS fOf the r|S|ng The Capital Development

According to the official, there were 12 steel .0‘ Sy g.}‘ NEYYSY ” 27 5{?- %7‘0i|ﬁt"i‘0na K2 %gth%rity was running sev-
mills running their business in thédISector IMPose fine on the factories eral mega development

while six steel mills were already in court. F2NJ LRt tdliAya GKS FANDE projects besides expanding

The Palo t ! 2TTAOALI f A y Howevergie envirgnment officjalggad that and carpeting several arteries of the city.
provided the steel mills and other factories during surprise visits to the steel mills, their GCKS RdzaG LI NIAOESA Ay
in the industrial areas devices to monitor 9aUges recorded emission of dangerous . ovel and we have to work on emer-

emission of gases and maintain their StatiS-gasses from the furnaces neQative' gency basis to reduce the rising air po"u-

GAdazeée KS alAR® . dzii ARothé& fhajoR doftce @ éhid, Gidal poliifiSh 2F/SE KS 1 4aSNI SR
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Netted whale shark
brought dead on Karachi
shore

G¢KS FTAAK Aa y24 'y STFAOASY(H ao
swim, which is very unusual. This explains why it dies upon getting
SyGlry3atSR Ay (GKS ySizé 5N I dzaal Ay

The meat of the whale shark, he said, was not eaten, adding that
since its skin had tiny thorns it was of no use to fishermen either. If
caught accidentally, fishermen took out its liver and extracted oil

KARACHI: A whale shark died after it be-om ittopolish boats.
came entangled in a nhet cast Off the G¢KS ONBLFGdzZNE A& FT2dzyR Ay GKS RSS

Hawkesbay beach and the 3dlo fish was

GA2y> odzi AG KFa oSSy NBO2NRSR
He further said that powerful currents at high tide might pull the

dragged on to the shore by local fishermen+s skos o2rRe or 01 Ayidz GKS ask I

on Monday morning.

DAWNK _O/M

By Faiza llyas
Tuesday, 06 Jul, 2010

G¢KS o02R& 2F GKS FTAaK YIFIe& 0SS LNS
permission from the Sindh wildlife department. Such a job, however,
ySSRa t20G4a 2F FTdzyRazé KS &l ARO®
Known to be a slovmoving planktoreating shark, the whale shark
(Rhincodon typus) is the largest living fish species, according to Dr
Hussain.

The distinctly marked fish, he said, was the only member of its genus
Rhincodon and its family of Rhincodontidae.

G¢KS ONBI (dz2NB Ay KLl éempedate Isdad andiidl2 LIA

Unmindful listed
of  the W@dz y SNI ot
stench pro- : by the In-

dhucezdof by e ternational

the 00t- M nion  for

long carcass goﬁservi-
children | tion of Na-
played el It i

around it all :rl:ctlau de(tj ii

day long. - : the appen-

Dr  Baba A .~ o dix 2 of

Hussain  of . e . " 'CITES

W W F - - a ; (Convention
Pakistan - . ~ on Interna-
confirmed tional Trade

to Dawn " in  Endan-

that a 20 N gered Spe-
foot-long, . cies). It lives
300-kilo . in the open

whale shark-Shildren sit on a dead baby whale trapped in a shallow waters along the coastal line of Karachi on Monday, skdy ®ith a
had been found dead in the net cast by fishermen of Abdur Rehmdn? ¥ Sally 2% Fo2ddi Ttn &SI NAEOE

goth. The largest specimen so far recorded in the world was caught on Nov
aLd gha + e2dy3 YIS 2F GKS &5 3@%E g theyBahpdsind gy Karachg it vgsg12.65¢mejreg
lo2dzi o FSSho LGQa y2id I oKl t (@550 ywhohad merg than 2155 tmres &g bad & Jirh efssrvens v

dead on Monday morning in the net they had cast the previous nigHfetres, according to information available on the internet.

G2 OFrdOK {2ehrx Fy20KSNI FAAK aL{gQhASHieed & Be the’ shilist 1UifR Rpedimen BtfHe tuhatk K S

but charming fish became trapped in the net and died.

shark was recorded on March 7, 2009 in the Philippines. The young
shark measuring only 38 centimetres was found with its tail tied to a
stake on the beach in Pilar.
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OAEEOOAT 30 5T REQR|T O OKM

acceleration of both legal and illegal logging despite Pakistan already

D efo re Statl O n feeling some serious effects.

Livelihoods are being lost as great swathes of forest are cleared, and the

F_)akl_Stan has the hlgheSt rate of DeforeSta-animals who once inhabited those areas are either killed during the
tion in all of Asia

extraction process or suffer a more drawont fate as their habitat is

gradually depleted.

£ goallover.org 2 KAt S RST2NBadlGA2yQa tAy]| G2 OfA
connecting charities and donors that might have are debatable, there is already clear evidence that de-

F2NBaldlr A2y Aa OldzaAy3d AAIYAFAOLY

worryingly apocalyptic results. Already Pakistan has experienced an

By Faiza llyas

Tuesday, 06 Jul, 2010

increase in deadly landslides, flash floods and the silting of major dams.

It may not be the first country you think in which deforestation is arne nfortunate and uncomfortable truth is that most conservation

real problem, but with the highest rate of forest depletion in all Oforganiza‘tions always have their resources stretched thin. This means

Asia, Pakistan faces an immediate need for action if serious repercyssiies must be picked in order for any real change to be brought

sions are to be avoided. about. Because of this too often the focus of public attention becomes

¢KS frd8aid FTAYRAy3Ia 2F (GKS 22 Cblikd&ddSwith placés!siich asl theAAmazon/ r@civirg fdésEnted? dut Y ¢

forest cover is being depleted by 2.1 per cent, the highest annug

deforestation rate in Asia. Much of this reduction can be attributec
to the official policy of changing the status of forest lands and allo
ing their use for other purposes. According to the WWF, more tha £ 4 ‘ :
MpnInnn | ONBa 2F FaNBad KI 0S5 ofiliees g RS PR ks o2
inception in 1947, g~ : . : - S
tF1A&01 yQa 2y 0S8 ftdzaK YIyaNRgS
eries and offer protection against tidal surges, have taken the bigge
hit with an annual depletion rate of nearly 2.3 per cent. Estimate
vary but it is believed that the mangrove cover along the coast h:
fallen from nearly 1.5 million acres in 1966 to just about 420,008 ¢

acres today.

In a country where the disparity between the rich and poor is

amongst the most extreme in the world, the apathetic attitude of ) ] ]
i ) B ) sometimes altoo-encompassing scrutiny.
Pakistani authorities towards deforestation demonstrates another

area in which the rich few get richer while the poor majority getlf more details emerges from Pakistan along similar lines as this, it could
d22y 0S02YS | y20KSNJ 1S58 oGt SaANRC

) o ) ) _ biodiversity is ever going to be won.
Many people have lived for centuries in harmony with their environ-

poorer.

ment, collecting fallen branches for fuel, grazing livestock and as Wéﬁlyou are tired of hearing stories like this from around the world, then

Ypu can do something about it. One way you can help is by joining the
22 Cd | 2dzONB adzZll2 NI gAtt SyadaNB

o ) _ great work around the world.
But unfortunately as more countries impose stricter laws governing

as many other sustainable industries based around protecting loc

flora and fauna.

logging activity, those that have a more laissez faire attitude find
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lands and sulmountainous areas for larggcale cultivation of olive.

Italy to fund Olive o o o
The Rs382 million project Commercialisation and promotion of olive

I I I and olive products for economic development and poverty allevia-
Cu |tlvat| O n P rOJ eCt tion is in final stages of approval with the Ministry of Food and Agri-
culture for onward submission to the Planning Commission for con-
The Rs382 million project Commercializationsideration by CDWP.
and promOtlon of olive and olive prOdUCtS_ forThe IAO and the Ministry of Food and Agriculture will soon enter into
economic development and poverty allevia- a memorandum of understanding for collaboration in the identified
tion is in final stages of approval with the areas of cooperation and launching the project in September.
Ministry of Food and Agriculture for onward The project to be funded under the Pakistdtalian Debt Swap
submission to the Planning Commission fOI’ Agreement, also aims to strengthening partnership with private sec-

tor for olive cultivation and oil extraction through pubficivate

consideration by CDWP. partnership arrangements.

The ltalian agricultural institute has appointed Mr Raffaele Del Cima
DAWN:O/\/\ as coordinator for the project in Pakistan. Speaking to newsmen at
\ the residence of Italian ambassador here on Wednesday, Mr Cima

estimated that one ton of oil can be extracted from olive trees

By Amin Ahmed spreading over one hectare of land.
Thursday, 15 Jul, 2010

) ) o Talking about the export of olive oil from Pakistan, Mr Cima stated
ISLAMABAD: An area of over 800,000 hectares in 28 districts of BalocﬁBPfhe foremost priority should be meeting the demand of olive oil

tan and KhybePakhtunkhwa has been identified having great potentighinin the country. Pakistani olive oil would find best market in

Qf grgwing olives, ,and if exploited this source will considerably red){fﬁna being a neighbour having land route. 3
UKS O2dzyuNEQa AYLERNL oAff FT2NJ SRAoOES 2Ataz 2}g¥7\07\l- ta alAR®

) o ) ) Mr Cima disclosed that IAO was in the process of starting a technical
The identification of the huge potential was possible after the complessisiance pragramme to support fruit and vegetable growers in the
tjon ofaonee SI NJ LINE2SOuU 27T Wt NE Yzu A2 ¥t VH%._E ¥ %\e#p%% Jb%rﬁent%?pr%%éi&ﬁ%ﬁd'hﬁrﬁe@ I )
uUAz2y 2F 2tAQ0S 2Af Ay tlF1Aadl YZQinngcmé ﬁi&ltu?a?val&’eréhgin.l-ur tALY J208SNYyYSyd

Under the project, which was implemented by Floreticé & SR WlaYqddhAilnddf PAO accompanied by Ambassador Vicintzo Parati
PANRY2YAO LISNI £ QhE UNBYFNBQ 6 L! Ry mbeting Wth & Eederai Miniddft Br Fbdd ladd Mriduitu@ A Y A
Foreign Affairs, an olive oil extraction plant of 4@pper hour capacity nazar Mohammad Gondal to review the ongoing cooperation for

has also been commissioned at the Tarnab farm of Pakistan Oilseed,Rgs production in Pakistan.

velopment Board (PODB) near Peshawar.

Ambassador Vicintzo Parati said that Italy is willing to help Pakistan

The success of the project has encouraged the ltalian government iie\e selgufficiency in the oilseed production in the country.
fund another project aimed at utilising the cultureable wastelands, forest
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Wind Farms: a perpetual
pipe dream

Potential to generate 50,000MW and not a
single windmill in sight

THE EXPRESS

TRIBUNE o Lo -l

\.. g -
witt T Intermational Herald Eribune : [ ; / AN RN iy :w‘
b ’lv‘ ™ l" al | o 197 YW (BB o -
July 12, 2010 1j POl U LNA 1 R ‘lll g (RS R R R
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Poor or nonexistent poshstallation maintenance is a hallmark of Paki-
KARACHI: To say that energy drives the engines of capitalistic growtani development projects. And it is a recurring nightmare that every-
is a platitude. But in the land of mantras, platitudes are to be reone spending Pakistani taxpayers money have to collectively wake up

peated until they become a part of the collective consciousness.  from. Budgetary, material and mgsower allocations for this in the

The print, electronic and internet media may be growing very fast bu?”g'naI plan are a straight forward answer to this malaise.

their inattention to this issue is alarming. Only a fraction of blogsE NB Y G KS 20Kt FyR F2NBAIYy Sy idNBLN
reports or talk shows focus on our chronic power shortage, while thbe hedged but the project as a whole should survive well beyond its
parliament seems to be in a state of denial. breakeven point which often transcends the short, unpredictable-life

In stark contrast, the use of wind power is growing at phenomen%ﬁpan of political governments in Pakistan. The increasingly mature legis-

rate worldwide. Pakistan has the dubious distinction of not having Kuur€ should realize its quintessential role in debating the issue. In its

: ; : IINEaSyd NBO2YOAfAlFIU2NE YAYyRasSoz |
single wind farm operational although several are supposed to be i FvOS 1| Ohé R28S3 ofclied @ i2 68 (22
the pipeline; a pipeline that has turned out to be endless so far. y P OuE a R adaysdveantl 0 u
he usual sovereign guarantees, tax holidays, custom duty exemptions,
NEBFté 2yS GAyR2¢ FLOAtAGFIGAZYS
alistic winwin tariff framework could be transparently embedded in

e proposed Act.

Wind power is the easiest to acquire, quickest to install, cheapest t-g
sell and has the least adverse impact on the environment compare%
with other energy sources, even though though poets and artists matr)z

have legitimate objections to their aesthetic implications.
f course, the AEDB needs an overhaul with infusion of patriotic, self

Noise pollution may also be an issue the manufacturers have to alla tivated technocrats with markedriven nd incentives. Onlin
if they want to penetrate a mammoth market. These legitimate ob- otivated technocrats w ar e€n pays a centives. €
oint ventures with leading foreign consultancies would be a prudent

jections can be overcome by commissioning artists to paint the tur: . .
J y 9 P nvestment that would yield enormous dividends. Sulitural changes

bine in shades of green, grey and brown to blend in with the land: rouah innovative introduction of information technoloav can alleviate
scape. Acoustic engineers can install sound converters that make t ureusuc:aticv dell\;y; to chj)mIe ext;nt Butlreal attitu dir?zl change\g can
sound emitting soothing even energizing. - . ) ; i .

) 9 9 ) gizing _ only occur through high quality on the job training. Trainers should
Despite the fact that Pakistan has the potential to generate a staggefealize that their role is not just confined to converting information that
ing 50,000 megawatts, not a single pilot windmill let alone a winghey deliver into skills. Their mission impossible is to motivate and incul-
farm has yet to see the light of day. cate permanent attitudinal changes.
' FGSNJ RSOIRS& 2F 3JddiTtAay3 at E LInrBtheNappr@avhSihigh id ihtrndicitdl bthecditurkslBatEsomdRndidzt
body, the Alternate Energy Development Board (AEDB) has failed 4flen to ours is a community or individualistic approach. Imagine rustic
bypass the inevitable resistance to new technology. turban-clad farmers in an arid area of northern Punjab jumping with joy

Wind maps of Pakistan show large farmable wind corridors in interid the first spout of water from their wind powered tubewell, installed
Sindh, eastern Balochistan, north eastern Punjab and Gifiitistan.  ©n a partially self help basis, hugging the dedicated NGO engineers who
All of these would be ideal for wind farms because most of the lanfelped them install the system.

under them is not arable. The terrain may be formidable in som®jo matter how Utopian the scenario may appear, there can be no harm
cases and the security situation dangerous but the rewards would b at least one pilot project of this sort is launched in all of the major
well worth the risks. wind corridors of Pakistan. Some committed NGOs are already silently
Equipment like high cranes and expertise to install them may be lackorking on such creative solutions. The completion time for such pro-
ing but once the wind farms are up they require little maintenancdects would be short. The farmers would own and jealously guard and
and have life spans of 20 to 50 years depending on the quality @faintain it. Wasteland would turn green. Produce would be cheaper.

equipment and the meticulousness with which it is maintained and\nd envious neighbors would clamor for a windmill of their own: viola a
upgraded. crop of thousand exotic gigantic windmills will be harvested on a self

financing basis.
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Thar Coal Project

technical concerns. US displeasure over the-Rakistan gas pipe-
line may hamper movement on that project, while there are fears

May well be the answer to ensuring self

reliance and energy security to some extent.

that the expected Pakista@hina nuclear energy deal could encoun-
ter difficulties. Given this background it is essential that the country
has dependable backup sources of energy which will allow it to be-
come seHreliant in power production. Coal may well be the answer

DAWNK_O/\

Dawn Editorial
Wednesday, 07 Jul, 2010

In an energystarved country
such as ours, the news that t
government has issued a lette
of intent for a 1,000MW coal
based power plant in Thar is §
welcome. But, going by the
previously slow progress on
SELX 2A0AY 3 ¢KIE
expectations must not run too
high.

procedural requirements are
met, it will be at least six years
before it generates electricity.

But it is a start nonetheless, considering that Pakistan does not have tga,
many options at this point for overcoming its energy crisis. Also, politics

A QLG BerTy Fgs B PGFRNELE I CPLRELTS ¢ 4

KIa a YdOK | LI NI G2 LXlLe& Ay

to ensuring selfeliance and energy security to some extent. The
economic aspect of using coal to generate electricity must also be
considered, as it is cheaper than gas and furnace oil.

However, coal is not a clean fuel. Emissions from-ficed power
plants can have adverse effects on the environment and human
health. One way to counter the environmental hazards of burning
coal is to apply the gasification
process, which may significantly
reduce pollution. Work is under
way to apply this process to Thar
coal. In addition to making use of
coal, the energy authorities can
focus on starting more environ-
mentally friendly projects in the
country. The potential of generat-
ing wind energy along the Sindh
Balochistan coastal belt is consid-
erable, as is that of harnessing
solar power across the country.
The government must seriously
consider these options. Clearly,
Pakistan cannot afford to not
208N mTp OAftAZ2Y

LI 2 A

SE ¢ KIFNRa

must also bé addressed.

Climate change core
group meeting held

Minister for Environment Hameedullah Jan
Afridi chaired a meeting of the Climate
Change

INTERNATIONAL

THENEWS

QOur correspondent
Eriday, July 09, 2010

cussed in detail. It was decided that a muliikeholder delegation
comprising climate change experts and parliamentarians will be in-
vited for the session who are directly involved with the environmental
issues.

On the occasion, a sudroup was formulated comprising Director
General (Environment), Director LIN Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
representative of Lead Pakistan. The Core Group members and repre-
sentatives of relevant ministries and provinces will submit their pro-
posals related to the issues of Ministry of Environment to the-sub
group within 10 days.

It was also decided that thereafter, the members of the core group will
visit these ministries and attend presentations on the related issues
for inclusion in the position paper for Cd®B.

Core Group regarding 16th Session of Conference of Parties to the _ ) _ _ o )
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCEYiRg the meeting, detailed discussion on the administrative and

be held at Cancun, Mexico in November this year.

financial issues was also held. A gbup consisting three members
was constituted who will work out the administrative and financial
requirements as well as allocation of funds.

During the meeting preparatory issues about €d@Psession were dis-
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mosphere had been a worldwide concern for the last more than two

Paklstan Com m |tted to decades. He said it was encouraging to see that world community had

decided to face this menace, collectively. Moreover, this layer, which is
Iayl ng Off Ozone so essential for life on earth, is unfortunately being depleted due to a

few manmade chemicals, he said, adding, it would not have been pos-

sible without the untiring and enthusiastic efforts of people like who

Depletl ng Su bstan Ces are present here to address this issue from yet another important an-

gle.

Pakistan is fU”y committed to its Afridi said the presence of senior Pakistan Armed Forces officers was

international obligations towards AYRAOFGAGS 2F GKS FI1OG GKFG thl1Aa
: them to honour international obligations and also to meet the chal-
prOteCtmg the earth lenge to phase out the ODS from Defence Applications. Nevertheless

like any other large military organisation, we believe, that some of the
Dall Tlmes old equipment /services which do use ODS at this stage, require our
i e —hore attention, he said. There would still be certain areas where the alter-
nate solutions either or not available or technically and financially not
Staff Report feasible at this time. All these and other related areas, merit our atten-
=lalt keport tion, he maintained.
said the national and international experts would join heads to-

ther to discuss the issue from all possible dimensions and move to-
ards a practical and possible solution. He said the seminar would go a

way to achieve its objectlves to pave the way for phasing out ODS
He expressed these views while addressing an international semlﬂg |st efenc appI| ons, H ed that Paklstan
GtKF&asS 2dai FyR LYLIOG 27 hIZY% I& ng

|I
9FFTAOASYO& Ay 5S8F¥SyOS ! LiLX AOb p?ce %iﬁ'omm{érnalon §§2 %dwn H% ‘rfoa Lgveﬁw

Environment Ozone Cell with the active support of United Natlo Smmon goal.
Environmental Programme (UNEP) organised the semlna

Afridi said after adopting appropriate policy measures Pakistan m};grher Joint Secretary (IC) Abid Ali delivered introductory address. Dif-

making all out efforts to achieve its target for phasing out the use f&rent experts presented several presentations in the seminar.

Ozone Depleting Substances and conversion of concerned |ndust|rQ|es Ad | ( Pak. N Sal Akh Air Vice Marshall (PAF) Azh
into Ozonefriendly technology. ear Admiral ( Pak. Navy) Saleem ter, Air Vice Marshall ( ) Azhar

Hassan, Major General (Pak Army), Ubaid Bin Zakria, Atul Bagai

eglonal Coordinator UNEP) and Joint Secretary (International Coordi-

The minister warmly weicomed the Armed Forces officers and lo 3 ion) Abid Ali and other senior officials of Armed Forces and Ministry
and international guests to this important seminar which deals WES' Environment were present on this occasion.

the Phase out and Impacts of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODSs
Defence Applications. He said that Ozone Layer Depletion in the at-

towards protecting the earth and it fragile atmosphere, said Feder

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is fully committed to its international obligatiq_r|1
Minister for Environment Hameed Ullah Jan Afridi on Fridq%f

water. SDPI Executive Director Dr Abid Qaiyum said, we should use

Safe Water treatment every available method of purifying water. He said, facing the fiscal

and energy crises, the SODIS (Improved drinking water) is a very sus-

meth OdS Stressed tainable and c_oseffective water tre_atment QpFionz despite its appar-

ent shortcomings due to selectivity in elimination of harmful sub-

stances from drinking water. He also informed the participants that
SODIS were used in Faisalabad and other parts of central Punjab.

Daily Times

pebrérmein o & i Pt IS aFrAR GKS {5tL LINRLRa&aSR (KS @GSN
Staff Report believed no drinking water could be categorized as infinitely safe.

Naseer Gillani, Chief Water, Planning Commission of Pakistan, said that
ISLAMABAD: Planning Commission of Pakistan, Ministry of Envieoworking group at federal level would be formed to work in the area
ment and other norgovernment stakeholders have decided to profor dissemination of outcomes and implementation of HWT methods.
mote costeffective household level water treatment (HWT) methods

at the national level for better public health. Dr Mahmood A Khwaja, Senior Advisor, at SDPI emphasized the need

for giving priority support to household level interventions for water
A consultative workshop that was held on Wednesday conducted 8BNS G YSy & G2 F00Saa 2F al¥S RNAY|
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in collaboration wéttuld prevent the population, especially children, from iliness and
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) underlined thENB Y I ( dzZNE RS G Kazé¢ KS | RRSR® Wk YA
52 per cent of population in Pakistan has no access to safe drinkiFajeem, Research Associate at SDPI also addressed the workshop.
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Rules of Business, the ministry is responsible for eight things. These

In a. 1974 tlme Warp include the national policy on the environment, planning, pollution

and ecology; dealing with other countries and international organisa-

N A tions in the fields of environment, housing, physical planning and
DAWNx_/!\- _.»"]." "v’ human settlement; the Quaid-Azam Memorial Fund, the Pakistan
Environmental Planning and Architectural Consultants Limited
Dawn Editorial (PEPAC); economic planning and policymaking in respect of forestry

Wednesday, 07 Jul, 2010

and wildlife; and administrative control of the federal EPA, the Na-

In my column, "A ministry of climate change” (July 13. 2008), | wrotéig'f'al Energy Conservation Centre (ENERCON), the National Council

the need to replace the existing ministry of environment with a ministt?/r Conservation of Wildlife, the Pakistan Forestry Institute and the
of climate change and | spelled out a new role of the federal and prO\%H-OIOQicaI Survey of Pakistan.
cial Environment Protection Agencies (EPAB)in light of the environ-
mental and climatechange challenges faced by Pakistan. It's been t&gcording to the Economic Survey 2a®L0, "the government of
years and one constitutional amendmetthe 18th-since, and there are Pakistan has increased its funds allocation to the environment and
now new reasons, not just in having a ministry of climate change, bustistainable development in its current pubtiector development
approach the subjects of development and governance in a new ligiiegramme. Overall, an allocation of around Rs5,500 million has
been made for the environment sector projects in the federal PSDP
The first and most important duty of a statand those privileged 200910. There are about 55 projects under implementation, which
enough to have been given the mandate to operatdstto protect the fall in the brown, green and capacibpilding components/sub
lives, liberty and property of its citizens. Not that this state of 170 milligactors of environment such as: mass awareness, environmental
souls has been discharging this duty. It barely has control over thigggcation and environment protection; preparation of land use plan;
now. But consider this: In the nobo-far future (which | define as myfuel efficiency in road transport sector; projected areas manage-
four-year old daughter's lifetime), this state will have over 300 millignent; forestry; biodiversity; watershed management; hospital waste
souls to deal with. The repercussions of $etfuced environmental deg-management; environmental monitoring; capacity building of envi-
radation and global climate change on this increasing and increasifigiymental institutions; natural disaster, early warning and mitiga-
impoverished nation will be far more than the state's existing apparati@n; improvement of urban environment; etc.”
can handle.
Sound convincing? In the very next sentence, the Survey states:
One of the primary tools of that apparatus is the Federal Governméhowever, release of funds remained a serious issue during the year
Rules of Business. This little guidebook on how the federal bureauceit§ to financial crunch being faced by the country.” That pretty
functions and which ministry and division does what was written in 197auch sums up the situation. It's clear that the ministry, as it is set
Think about it. This was before the world was introduced to things i@, does not have the capacity, flexibility or funds to do its-jbiat
the personal computer, the internet, globalisation. Things we take f6r to protect the lives, liberty and property of the citizens of Paki-
granted in today's world. There was nothing near the awareness peogin. Clearly, something needs to be done.
now have of climate change. This was before sustainable development
or good governance entered the everyday lexicon. The 18th Amendment appears to have made matters more compli-
cated. Environmental pollution and ecology have been removed
Climate change will affect Pakistan in a variety of ways. There willfieen the Concurrent List and are now wholly provincial subjects. This
water and energy shortages, food security issues, increased incidendgegentralisation raises issues about the relevance of the Pakistan
epidemic disease, ecosystem degradation and mass migration. Clinkiéironmental Protection Act, 1997. PEPA is a federal law that regu-
change will (and does) change lifestyles, livelihoods and will (and déieg the enforcement of National Environmental Quality Standards
effect our national economy. Setiduced environmental degradation(NEQS) and Pakistan's international environmental obligatidike)
kills hundreds of thousands of Pakistanis a year (contaminated watemong others, the Kyoto Protocol and the United Nations Frame-
the most lethal killer of all and is responsible for every other Pakistani@rk Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Ramsar Conven-

a hospital right now) and costs the economy about Rs1 billion a d#gn and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Spe-
That's Rs365 billion a year. cies of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITE8)n a federal perspective.

In response to this, the state has a ministry of environment. Under the i
Continued...
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Cont: In a 1974 time warp lenges of climate change.

There are many considered views on this decentralisation. At the Fgtforcement of environmental laws must be strengthened at the pro-
eral level, there are concerns about coordination. For example, vinitial level (the enforcement in Islamabad can be, subject to capacity
provinces now be able to set their own NEQs or, worse, totally disrdancement, handed over to the Capital Development Authority). The
gard existing ones? Also, who will implement international obligatipmgvincial EPAs should be made financially independent from govern-
and represent Pakistan during the UNFCCC's Conference of Pengies and given more powers, through legislation by the respective
negotiations? provincial assemblies, to chase after polluters and those who make
profit at the cost of the health of others. At the same time, something

The 18th Amendment is also an opportunity to think about and debgi{gilar to the climatechange cells at the federal level is needed to coor-

how we are to tackle our environmental and climageange chal-dinate the province's overall response to climate change and sustain-

lenges. It is an opportunity to address the larger issue of how our sﬁ’(‘@ development. | suggest altering the scope of the planning and de-
responds to the issues faced by its people. It's a chance to introd§@Pment department by making it a planning and sustainable devel-

new ideas. Like this one: Get rid of the ministry of environment QRjnent department that evaluates the provinces’ development spend-

replace it with a ministry of climate change. Such a ministry can refnfrough the lens of environmental sustainability.

the previous ministry's responsibility over some national responsibili-

ties (like coordinating the Pakistan Environment Protection Counéitte 18th Amendment offers the government and the people of this
power to set NEQs). as well as the international aspects of Pakist@ngtry a chance to look at how the state functions and reacts to issues.
environmental obligations (like negotiating with other countries, intdrhe environment and climate change can be the pivot upon which re-
national organisations and the regulation of the Clean Developnfenmn of the entire system of governance can be rotated and direction
Mechanism). But it can be a cressctoral ministry with climate fixed. What is needed is understanding from the government and politi-
change cells in every other ministry of government. Such cells aG@igommitment. Can the state and the present government stand up to
coordinate the government's efforts to adapt to and mitigate the chéle challenge?

H ealthy e nV| ronme nt Vltal \év:iézizr.lsuring environmental sustainability of the fragile ecosystems,

Hameed Ullah Jan Afridi said that there is a need to change the notion

for pove rty red u Ctl O n that environmental services are free and unlimited as if our resources

.. are not wisely conserved, it would be a disastrous for the future gen-

Afrl d I erations.
Federal Minister Environment said IUCN has completed Environmental

Fiscal Reforms project with the financial assistance of Swiss Develop-
ment Corporation and the research findings would help development
work as well as tackling pollution control, natural resources manage-
ment, mobilization of funds for investment in pollution control, safe
disposal of waste and funds for enforcement activities and generation
of revenues.
ISLAMABAD, Jul 23 (APP): Federal Minister for Environment Hameed
Ullah Jan Afridi on Friday emphasized on developing and promoting e said Environmental Fiscal Reforms concept would be examined to
environment based activities all over the country to ensure well beingycorporate in National Planning and Development process.
of citizens. Healthy environment is vital for poverty reduction and e stressed for continued donor support for the programme so that
sustainable development and the present democratic government isthe process of sustainable development continues uninterrupted.
prioritizing the environmental reforms to improve the quality of life, - The exlseriences learned from this effort will help institutionalize Envi-

GKS YAYAAUSNI &FAR SKALS I RRNBA fohnvertal Fiskal Reforthd Wblk &l 2rédte F¥re dhsoMuRidedlB opY S v U

Fiscal Reforms (EFR). scale and replicate the same at other locations in the country.
The workshop was held in Abbottabad under the auspices of InternaManager EFR Project and IUCN, Islamabad Mahmood Akhtar Cheema
tional Union for Conservation of Nature, Pakistan (IUCN). elaborated the achievements of the project.

Majority of the population lives in rural areas which depends on eco-District Coordination Officer, Abbottabad Zaheer ul Islam, Country
systems for subsistence. Similarly, urban areas are facing different Director Swiss Development Cooperation Andre Huber Country Repre-

environmental challenges arising primarily from congestion, un- sentative IUCN Pakistan Shah Murad Aliani, Chief Pakistan Institute for
planned construction and poor performance of municipal services, Development Economics Dr. Usman Mustafa and other experts spoke
such as waste disposal and sanitation. on the occasion.

Appropriate policies are required to achieve the development targets,
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PSO launches environment
friendly fuel in Punjab

The Pakistan State Oil (PSO) has launched i
environment and consumefriendly E10 fuel
in Punjab

TRIBUNE

wits THE International Herald Eribune

July6 ™, 2010

pura, Gujranwala, Sialkot, Jhelum and Mirpur (Azad Kashmir).

Karachi: The fuel will provide cost relief to inflatisticken purchaserst { h ¢1@ is @ blend of ethanol and gasoline, which consists of 10

as it offers a saving of about Rs2.50 per litre compared to unleaded R cent ethanol dissolved in gasoline. It has been proven that the
tor gasoline, the PSO announced in a press release. fuel produces less carbon momxide.

According to a press release issued by the company, the high level of
It said the use of this eefsiendly fuel will also help Pakistan reduce itectane present in 0 improves engine performance and prevents
dependency on imported gasoline. engine knock. The ethanol acts as a cleaner solvent and ensures

The EL0 fuel will be available at select pumps in all major cities alffiger life of the engineMoreover, E10 offers extra mileage.
towns across Punjab including Lahore, Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Sheikhu-

PaKIStan |S IOS' ng 3 y 212 y 357 Referring to a report, she said the largest conversion of forest land
has taken place in Punjab and Sindh which are 99,711 acres and

aC reS Of fO YEStS eve ry ye a.r 27,874 acres respectively. Over 4.242 million hectares in the country

were forest land in 1992, which declined to 3.44 million hectares by

Sharmlla 2001, she added.

AdViSOf to Slndh Chlef Minister MS Sharmila The advisor said that since 1947, over 61,330 hectares of forest land
. . . _,in Pakistan have been allocated for a number of -fanest uses and
FarL_qu has as_kgd t_he federal and provaIal without arranging alternative land for the purpose.
environment ministries
R _\:‘!NAL ES “There is dire need to raise awareness among masses, political lead-
EG w TIM ership and civil society organizations about the importance of for-
ests for life of human and animals because the forests generate

By Bachal Chandio oxygen for them," Madame Sharmila said.
14/07/2010

"We can't have a healthy planet without stopping the destruction of
KARACHI : To take remedial measures in association with environsugrforests. People in developing countries should be able to pro-
organizations and local communities to raise the forest cover from 5%t natural habitats which they depend on for a decent quality of
6% by 2015 in the country so as to fulfill the commitment made to fifie. According to a report, the burning and clearing of forests con-
international community under Millennium Development Goal. tribute approximately 16 percent of the carbon dioxide emissions
that contribute to global climate change," she said.

Pakistan is losing 3,212,357 acres of forests every year since 1992, which

is a daunting challenge for all of us to save them. The national forests@g 5qvisor asked the environment organizations including WWF

in urgent need of protection and conservation because they face 2H%1UeN to adopt a pragmatic approach and guide government for

deforestation rate which is highest in the world, she said while talkingatging forest cover in the country. She also urged the people to

media at her office here on Tuesday. plant more and more trees in their houses, agriculture lands and
other places so as to keep the environment clean and green.
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U nab ated tree CUttI ng saplings every year and conserve forests but rapid deforestation was

resulting in increasing pollution level, land erosion and degradation,

Cause IOSS to fo rests depleting ground water resources and above all rising temperature.
’
enV| ron ment Across the globe, around 30% of total land is covered by forests with

majority of countries falling in American and European continents.
Despite repeated efforts to enhance forest Even India stands among top ten countries with around 23% forest
covered area to meet Millennium Deve|op_ cover area of the total land while others in region also far ahead of
mentGoalS (MDGS) tF1Aa0lyQa F2NBaud O20SN I NBI 27T

According to experts, deforestation, mainly conversion of forests to

agricultural land, is continuing at an alarmingly high rate. Forest area

Pabisiar

Coperin decreased worldwide by 0.22% per year in the period 120800 and
0.18% per year between 2000 and 2005.

y . .
Jule 16, 2010 However, the net loss of forest is slowing down as a result of the plant-

ing of new forests and of natural expansion of forests.
ISLAMABAD: The forest cover in country could not be enhanced sub-

stantially. The government as well as the private sector contribute {g Pakistan, also various programs for afforestation are underway and

afforestation every year by planting millions of saplings, but tree ci§ ypcoming monsoon, Minister for Environment, Hamidullah Jan Af-
ting and forests depletion most often hamper the efforts to enhancgy; announced to plant 45 million saplings.

the forest cover.There may be many reasons but lack of alternate en-

ergy resources as well as awareness and lack sense of responsitfjlitg . . .
WO tree plantation campaign are launched every year planting more

has been the major causes of losses inflicted to forests. . . . o
J than 100 million trees across the country in collaboration with differ-

ent local and international stakeholders.
Every year millions cubic meter forest wood is cut for domestic energy

as well as commercial purposes as the country ranks lowest ameng this monsoon, the ministry has also set various targets of tree

South Asian countries regarding forest covered area. plantation including plantation of 14 million saplings in Punjab, 12
million in Sindh, five million in Khyb&akhtunkhwa, 0.5 million in

But, it stands atop in deforestation as stated by a recent report Balochistan, five million in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and six million in

Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) raising concerns, this aptitude PATA.

timber mafia and local communities would be a major hurdle to meet

the target of enhancing forest cover area by six percent by 2015,19faqdition, Capital Development Authority would plant 0.4 million

the total land, as set in the MDGs. sapling, IUCN 0.8 million, Pakistan Tobacco Company Limited 0.3 mil-

lion saplings respectively and one million saplings would be planted
It is unfortunate that after cutting the forests adjacent to their abodesinder the Rachna Doab Project.
the communities are now targeting the conserved forests resulting in

mountainous degradation as well as loss to wildlife and habitat. o . . .
As we also have a poor monitoring mechanism regarding survival of

the saplings, the desired impacts of tree plantation is not usually seen.
Though the Environment Ministry once again announced a target\ghreover, failure in effectively persuading communities to protect

planting over 45 million saplings across the country during the forfgests through certain incentives and providing them alternate energy
coming monsoon tree plantation campaign starting in the third wegkggurces. also result in deforestation.

of July, shaven hills of Swat, Murree, Nathiagali and in some Northern
and Kashmir areas speak loudly of deforestation.

No doubt, the Environment Ministry continues efforts to plant more
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Herbarium containing said

The overall objective of digitalization of the herbarium is to link this

150 . OOO SpeC| mens Of plantSmtional wealth of the country with international research institutes

and global web of knowledge.

tO be d|g|ta||zed Many universities, museums, and botanical gardens maintain her-

baria. Herbaria have also proven very useful as sources of plant DNA

T RN ATIONAL for use in taxonomy and molecular systematics. The largest herbaria
TI—IENEWS AY G(KS 62NIR A& adaSdy bhaAzylf
Wednesday, July 14, 2010 He said the plants are preserved in herbarium in line with interna-
By Noor Aftab tionally recognised procedures being followed by international insti-

tutes like Kew Botanical Garden (Kew) in London, adding these days
Islamabad: With many segments working for the promotion of environ4 G $aid YSG K2R yIYSR WFNBST S RNEA
mental issues, a herbarium containing specimens of some 150,000 sggeicimens without using any hazardous chemicals. The herbarium
mens of plant species would be digitalised by the yearend, providgihtains some important endangered, rare and vulnerable speci-
online access to relevant information across the globgens of the plant species that offers much more for conservationists
The core digital collection programme has been initiated under the sid environmentalists at the local and international level as well.
pervision of Professor Dr. Mir Ajab Khancharge of theb Herbarium at
QAU, in coordination with Dr. Mushtaq Ahmad, a plant taxonomist, a9 sajd their digital resources have grown at an increasing rate and
Muhammad Zafar, a herbarium otanist. now they have an image server and many project databases with
information about specimens that would be made available after
The specimens have been collected by experts and teams of studenigitition of digitalized service.
department of plant sciences at the Quaifzam University from allp, Mushtaq Ahmad said the every one has access to collection of
over Pakistan including Gilgaltistan, AJK and Northern Himalayapiant species including foreigners, scientists, taxonomists, botanists,
areas and would be accessible online from people living across the glpRenalists, naturalists, students and teachers from universities, col-
Dr. Mushtaqg Ahmad said that they are building electronic Herbaridsges and schools. He said in this way herbarium plays an important
Catalogue containing images of the specimens and information takeR in promotion of natural history of plant wealth of Pakistan. The
from their collection labels. oldest specimens were collected some 50 years ago and 52 per cent
of all flowering plant genera are represented in the collection.
He said so far only part of the collection is available in digital format and
they are actively digitalizing the collection through routine curatoriglz § | NB O2YYAGGSR G2 YIF1Ay3a GKAA
FOGAGAGE YR I Nry3S 2F ySé LINBBSO Lot brid Sthefs SNdrdveNdhalzthay B& thriuberinireir i K
mens of 215 families of flowering plants along with mass collectiono®in projects: particularly in biodiversity, conservation and sustain-
gymnosperms (conifers) and lower plants (reed producing plants)able development.

Pakistan: Vegetables may reduce hardening arteries

Sour_ce:_nation.cpm.pk After 16 weeks, the researchers measured two forms of cholesterol to
Publication date: 7/9/2010 estimate the extent of atherosclerosis. In the vegetable group, plaques

in the blood vessels were 38 percent smaller than those in the mice

There is another reason vegetables may be so good for us. A studi,iN\eqetablefree diets. There were also modest improvements in
mice found that a mixture of five common vegetables reduced hard%dy weight and cholesterol levels in the blood

ing of the arteries by 38 percent compared to animals eating a non

vegetable diet, according to research reported in the latest issue of tR«aams said it was not clear exactly how the higigetable diet influ-

gf””?a' of Nutrlt(ljotn. bWh"e g\;eryone knows tr;]atdear:mg mt;)r;e Ve?hetghced the development of plaques in the artery walls. "Although the
€S 1S Supposed 10 be good for you, no one had shown betore tha %ﬁhways involved are uncertain, the results indicate that a diet rich in

can actually inhibit the development of atherosclerosis," said Mich S )
. o . feen and yellow vegetables inhibits the development of hardening of
Adams, lead researcher from Wake Forest University. "This sugg égs y 9 P 9

. C arteries and may reduce the risk of heart disease."
how a diet high in vegetables may help prevent heart attacks an
strokes."

Numerous studies in humans have shown that a tvighetable diet is

. . . . ssociated with a reduced risk of cardiovascular disease, as well as
The study used specially bred mice which were prone to rapidly deve?o

i L With a reduction in blood pressure and an increase in "good" choles-
atherosclerosis. Half of the mice in the study were fed a vegeiabie terol. This is believed to be the first study to address the effect of in-

d'?t and half_got 30 percent of their calories from a mixture of freez8reased vegetable consumption on the development or progression of
dried broccoli, green beans, corn, peas and carrots. atherosclerosis
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Answering a question, he said EFR could be an important way of ad-

PakIStan needs enVIron- dressing water issues, in the context of poverty and environmental
mental reform in drinking ™

G¢ KS dzy RSNI & A Y Poor2EFR B @oliinc@ése ravEnuekINE

Water Sector through water price revision with equal focus on environment and

L2 S NI & NJSRdzOU)\2)/Zé OftFAYSR (KS SO

OAEEOOAT AAOECT AOA A O A okoovooAA
~ w omoA oA A N v o s o~ o2 2 ,.... r. i dfin gwa@lﬁn]oralm?ég@;n
Al OI OOUho | 00O AAI @ISCO e;[tloﬁhE v@ztérl ately ’&
reform (EFR) eration of sufficient resources to effectively maintain existing infra-
structure and also to expand the distribution system.
The expert maintained that no country in the world today can afford
to maintain a heavily subsidized or cost free supply of water.
Jul 2. 2010 G¢2 SyadNB adadrAyroftS &1 d§SN LINR @)

Fy0S 6S8iGsSSy Kdz¥ly ySSRa I|yR (K
KARACHParticularly in drinking water sector so as to ensure avail- He strongly recommended need to not only revise water tariff but also

ability of the essential commodity to people in general. Economist, B revise the tariff mechanism, moving from a flat mechanism to a
Ahmer Aziz Amir, talking to APP on Friday, said Pakistanis at all levelsarge based on actual consumption.

must realize that water is not a simple good and therefore must not be

wasted. He agreed that water pricing schedule ought to be complimented with

measures that support low income users.
Drawing attention towards inequitable distribution of potable water
between rural and urban areas and within the cities, he said realistic 2 2 NSa (i K2dzaSK2f Ra VYdzad 68 Rdzf &
financial strategies are required to address the situation. NNJ y3SYSyiia Ydzad 68 Of SINJIFYR (NI

CDA to plant O 4m Sapllng in Khybe.r_PaI_<htunkhwa, 0.5 million in Balochig_an, 5 m.iIIion in AJ&K

and 6 million in FATA. CDA would plant 0.4 million saplings, IUCN 0.8

In monsoo n million and Pakistan Tobacco Company Limited 0.3 million. One million
saplings would be planted under the Rachna Doab project.

Inter-provincial meeting for strategy to
monitor survival percentage of plants

Monitoring Afridi stressed the need for a comprehensive monitoring
strategy to monitor the survival percentage of the saplings planted.
The minister said August 10 would be celebrated as National Tree

D > l f I A Plantation Day. He urged the provincial forest departments and other
al y lmes stakeholders to plant as much saplings as they could on this day to

e R ——— celebrate it in a befitting manner.

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: A high level infgovincial/ interministerial meeting, The minister reiterated the importance of mobilizing all the govern-

held here under the chairmanship of Federal Minister for EnvironmeRnt, semigovernment and private organizations along with general

Hameedullah Jan Afridi on Thursday, reviewed the tree plantatiBHPliC towards making the tree plantation campaign a success.

strategy and progress by various agencies during Spring Tree Planta-

tion Campaign 2010. Addressing a onday workshop on Environmental Laws, Compliance
and Enforcement, Federal Secretary Environment Muhammad Javed

The meeting decided to plant over 45 million saplings all over tNalik said time of compromises on environmental issues had gone.
country during the monsoon tree plantation campaign 2010 beginniN&e should have to keep a vigil eye on strict compliance of environ-
from the third week of July. Targets fixed for current campaign inclugi€ntal laws with the support of civil society and media, he added.
planting 14 million saplings in the Punjab, 12 million in Sindh, 5 million
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dzy RSNJ 6 KS LyRdza F2NJ ! ff tNRINIYQa

ShOVI ng the tu rtIeS aSIde for Fund (WWF) Pakistan, is spread over a stret;:h of about 70 km, from

. Rehri Goth, Korangi to Cape Montze. According to Syed Ali Ghalib
ablgger hUt FTNR2Y {KSKNARAZ ad2NPSeSR INBra tA1S

Cape Montze are becoming danger zones for rare migratory birds

51 D1 ATTAA AAOAIT T BIi AT ik the Aody Helidan Green-+uris Dsogicas drdGolDins. Man-
beaches is damaging the environment groves are also being cut down brutally and damage to these plants

further exacerbates the situation since they are breeding grounds for

wits THE International Herald Eribune

July6 ™ 2010

KARACHI: The sprawling, fancy huts along Hawksbay and Sandspit
0S LINBGGe odzi GKSEBQNB I fa2z2 AffS
land and are putting the turtles, whose home the beaches were bef
in great danger, said Farhan Alvi at a workshop on Monday.

Ay 3

Alvi, the planner for conservation and sustainable use of Karachi c
said that the encroachments were along 280 kilometres of coastal |
Participants at the workshop, organised under the banner of She'?ﬁény species of flora and fauna

Citizens for a Better Environment (CBE), were informed about the threats
The beaches have become so polluted that human access is difficult
to marine life and coastline.

there let alone access for turtles, said the former chairman of the
environment studies department at KU, Saeed A Khan.

f ¢ K? ¢ é Yl y . a LA NJA l_J 2 A f 5 a !_JA tt Rl AYdtcﬂr%é%arcﬁ hnH‘Eo\éuﬁwenialeﬁr%s Hheh @Mooohtglgce thdp T
G2 AKAFOG GKSANI KroAdhdaze 1€ OA \Jkd RO, LARENERA Hofe 1d the prﬁeiéengtlon ahd/cBnsdr-t T £

Hawksbay beach and Sandspit were made in the 1980s. But people e & 2 y 2F (GKS O2Fratlf FNBlFaQ 502¢
instructed to limit their huts to simple twooom accommodations and
an area of 120 square yards. But as a drive down the sandy road along
0KS 11618Qa .1L& O021aid oAftf aKszpQuestionand pngwessessigns v ye | yR YIFaairgsSo
They have been built without approval, Alvi said.

Transparency is a key requirement, said Kazmi. Too many projects,

He also displayed slides on multimedia projectors to show the huts speually those involving foreign builders and developers, are

11 618Q4 .Fex odAtd 2dzi 2F LINELR %{BCREQ Jithau, getting dnel Frivienment impagt ASSGITER!S 1 v ¢

doneé.
was a sprawling bungalow spread across an area of 1,000 square yar s

Speakers at the workshop maintained that development at the beaches Péyticipants were also told how the Defence Housing Authority
had gone downhill from 2006 to 2009 (DHA) was dumping waste water into the sea at two points, namely

the Casino and Bilawal Chowrangi.

G¢KS dzyLX I yYySR RS@GSt 2SSyl aKz2dZ R 68 adG2LIISR FyR LINPLISNI LI I yYyA)
FyR YSIddNBa aK2ddR 68 R zdh]mrsa?lzltswa& qisQ fscussgq Uit “\‘F;\S‘Fa C%‘PPOF Re protecipd, ilesg Eya”

of the department of geography at Karachi University (KU). GIS mappli n% Malir rivers are cleaned up.
of the Karachi coast and a @i8sed analysis of marine life should also
be carried out with the help of research, which can then be used in palrepresentative of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) said
icy making, added Dr Kazmi. that the SllI project for sewerage treatment will be launched soon.

At present only 70 MGD of 500 MGD water is treated before it is
diaposed off but after the project, more than 400 MGD waste will be

Participants were briefed on projects being carried out to preserve al i
8ted, he said.

safeguard the ecology of the coastal areas. One such project, fundre



http://tribune.com.pk/story/25916/shoving-the-turtles-aside-for-a-bigger-hut/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/25916/shoving-the-turtles-aside-for-a-bigger-hut/
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target areas.

12 remote villages of Ziarat | o | 3 N
. Remote villages of Ziarat district are devoid of electricity connectivity,
eIeCtrlfled th rough Solar access to which in most cases is difficult and expensive. People have

been traditionally using Juniper wood and kerosene oil lamps to illumi-

energy nate their homes.

Solar energy as an alternative energy not only helps reduce energy

usage costs and save the ancient Juniper trees, it is also sustainable
~‘ 1 ]al\l all and helps improve the socieconomic weklbeing and the quality of

life of local communities living in remote villages. Furthermore, the

initiative benefits the disadvantaged groups of the society, particularly

women and children who will get a better opportunity to undertake

household chores and studies, and use their time more productively

after sunset.

CKA&a O2ftftlF 02N iABS SyYyRSIF@2N T2N¥a
International Union for Conservation of Nature (ICUN) and Pakistap | A y a GNBFYAY3 . AZRAGSNBAGE AY t NI
Council for Renewable Energy Technologies (PCRET) have 902484 s YThe INBy@ &rdjéctiManager, Ghulam Qadir Shah
collaborativelynstalled 12 solar energy panel systems in ten differe@t IUCN said that various such interventions have been planned under
remotely located villages of Ziarat district of Balochistan.With the siide project, such as provision of fuel efficient stoves and solar geysers.
cessful implementation of this solar energy initiative, some of the led$¢ said that solar energy resource needs to be tapped and promoted,
developed villages of Balochistan province have been facilitated wegpecially in areas where wood from natural forests is used as energy
provision of solar generated electricity, benefiting around 123 lodal2 dZNDOS X & dzOK +F & Wdzy ALISN) F2NBadGa 6K
households. is worth mentioning that Juniper forest trees in Ziarat areas are 2500

. . - . ears old and take centuries to grow.
The systems installed have a combined electricity generation capa\tllty g

of 3600 watts. The first system was recently made operational at Bafe PCRET expert, Nadeem Zakir believed that promoting solar energy
Zizri village. The solar panel equipment under this initiative was pselutions is an innovative leap in addressing the energy needs and
vided by PCRET for electrification of six schools and six mosquéfantages faced in the country. He stressed that providing alternate
select villages. PCRET also provided technical support in installatic®nefgy through solar systems in such remote and hard to accessible
the systems and training of local residents in its operation. To ens@feas is much cheaper than placing conventional transmission lines
proper maintenance and management of the solar panel system, IUKpss the villages. The initial high cost is covered by low operational
has established community based Management Committees in @@sts of solar panels in the long run, he added.

'S YIRS (KSasS NBYINjla 6KAES | RRN

Pak|Stan faceS enVI rOn- of EIA processes in Gildialtistan (G 0 Q 2 NH I y B&EBvRon-0 &
me ntal d eg rad a.tl on Of RS ment Protection Agency (EPA) in collaboration with IUCN Pakistan.

The Planning Commission official said that the figure of environmental
365bn yea”y RSANI RIFIGA2Y o6l & SadGAYFLGSR o0& GKS 2

[exN bj)
R oax

compliance and monitoring aspects that are becoming more and more

Planning Commission official says Country stringent internationally, we need to improve our planning, monitoring

suffering excessive environmental damage! YR AYLX SYSydhuizy uz2taze dUNSAAS
the ways to solve the problem was the introduction of Strategic Envi-

= = ronmental Assessment (SEA) at every policy level and the proper en-
forcement of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) at project levels.
Dally Tlmes The workshop brought together all the relevant stakeholders including
e At e e P federal and provincial government departments, civil society organisa-

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is facing a yearly environmental degradatiifnss international organisations, educational institution§ and envi-
Rs 365 billion or Rs 1 billion daily, which is excessive environm&ffigiental experts to chalk out a strategy for EIA practices -B. G

damage in monetary terms for an underdeveloped country, Planning _ o _
Commission Environment Section chief Dr Aurangzeb Khan sailli§nPurpose for conducting the workshop was to finalise the imple-

Sunday. Continued...
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Cont: Pakistan faces environmental degradation ronmental situation of @ was neglected by previous governments

but IUCN Pakistan was paying due attention to the area.

Faiz said that the IUCN was consulting the EPA to make this project

mentation of an EIA process inB5in consultation with all the stake- ) )
holders. The EIA map was an instrument to gauge the strength gHacessful. The chief guestB=Chief Secretary Babar Yagoob Fateh

weaknesses of an EIA system with respect to its formal organization '4Hffammad appreciated the decision to includeBGn the EIA map
implementation. It also contributes to the formulation of the prioritie8"/€ct: He said that the Igcal popu!atlon largely depended on the
for strengthening the EIA. In addition, the EIA map provides a usBfijfiral resources of ®, which made it the most sensitive ecological
reference for monitoring and evaluating purposesBGecretary Forest,ar€a of Pakistan.

Tourism and Environment Imran Sikandar Baloch said that renewdtie participants of the workshop were of the view that Pakistan had
natural resources were the main identity ofB5 He told the audienceachieved an impressive level of economic growth. But this growth
that 45,000MW of hydropower could be utilised from the area. Balobad a very high price tag. It was estimated that environmental deg-
said that the widening of the Karakoram Highway was underway and ttgation costs the country at least 6 percent of the GDP. It was
DiamirBhasha and Bunji dam projects had been approved. He warh&@nimously agreed, at the workshop, that the two very effective
that if all these projects were started without an EIABGvould lose its tools that could help achieve sustainable development were EIA and
natural resources. Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).

EPA Director Asadullah Faiz said the organisation of the workshop was
praiseworthy and it would promote the EIA inB5He said that the envi-

A month Of JOblessneSS for Apart from the lack of an alternative source of livelihood in July, the

communities face another problem during the month due to lack of

flshermen safety walls or embankments along the seashore, which could save
them from high tides and sea storms.

Due to the rough sea. fishermen of the Although work on a safety wall along the seashore from once the sce-
) ! . nic Kalka Chhan landing site was started after the fears of the cyclone

Thatta coastline become JObleSS Phet, the local people claim that the lone wall cannot provide shelter
to all the villages. They told The News that the government should also
INTERNATIONAL build small embankments near all the villages as whenever high tides

and sea water inundate their villages, their water tanks, grains and
belongings are destroyed.

Meanwhile, local community activists said that certain donor organisa-
Thursday, July 08, 2010 tions visited the area recently with the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF)
to assess the situation of the people who face joblessness during July.
G¢KSasS FTAAKSNXYSY ySSR Ly FEaSNyL
NEBalLl2yaAroAftAGe 2F GKS 320SNyYSyi
Karachi: Due to the rough sea, fishermen of the Thatta coastline 88'—d one activist.
come jobless in the month of July, which contributes to the long list e added that the courage of the community people should be appre-
problems they face for their survival. Although the fishing communitiegated as they never leave their villages, despite being at the mercy of
have been demanding the government for a long time to provide theannumber of problems.
with alternative sources of livelihood at the time when the sea is rou
nothing has been done in this connection.

By Jan Khaskheli

gIOI’oreover, the community activists claim that the locals are living with-
out basic facilities, such as access to potable water, school and health
As lawabiding citizens, fishermen do not violate the ban and prefeenter. There is not a single secondary school or major health center
staying idle at homes throughout the month of July. However, despfiar the people residing in two coastal union councils of Jatti Taluka,
joblessness, the fishermen are not ready to leave their abodes and they said, adding that transport is also a major problem. Children and
grate to other areas in search of a livelihood as they believe their otdgnagers in these areas could be seen searching for crab, which, as
expertise is in fishing. elder fishermen say, was never collected before to earn revenue.
G2 KSNB aK2df R 68 32 FyR &KL %szf'ﬁ%”ﬁa”'é\"§ha”ﬁ7§d Tlﬁ‘arb%eﬂ]JSE’R’s"o'd 4 *ae t‘%"ﬁ that 6alkg
Borhio, a 45yearold resident of Ghulam Hussain Borhio village wh hhan, Wh'(_:h has become a part of the sea now du to sea erosion,
has also spent time in Bhuj Jail, India, for border violation. He ad a scenic _Iake hardly_a decade back, proyldlng source of I|v_|n_g o
that he is a fisherman and also grazes herds of goats, cows and cal %ggreds_ of villages. Be_5|des, fresh watgr shrimps an_d other .de“C'OUS
AY KAAa ySAIKOo2dMNK22R Ay KAa FNE °Pee syerg found in the lakg, angl igwas ajtractivg forbigds ang
y2OKAY3 odi I K2LI5f Saa LISNE2ys LONF@ldiespeses: s psga0

. : . . ¢ KS YIEll /KKFEY [F1S dzASR G2 068
During July, it becomes a routine for Borhio and others to walk throug_r_]K & I NEI 1IS21% S5 | 120t IOGAGHEA.

the waterlogged land and travel several kilometers daily to reach tradi ) )
tional jetties to repair their fishing nets. now one can not even prove that the beautiful lake existed at all as the

a8 SNeaiaz2y KlFa YFRS Al | LINI 27
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Block 5 to start producing
electricity in December

There is enough gas in Block 5 to produce
1,000 megawatts for forty years

THE EXPRESS

TRIBUNE

wite THE International Herald Eribune

July 23 ™ 2010

KARACHDr Samar Mubarakmand, the man who played an instrum-

Uht NBES Ay AUNBYIUKSYAYyI tF1AgYfofidsankTwe) Rail Shizcted to'tfle Bradlichidh dryas tPofigh 2 2
missile an.d nuclear tech.nology, has Lfn.tered the race to find a perrﬂﬁaerground gasification on the basis that it would be detrimental to

nent solution to the looming energy crisis. the environment and pulled back its funding from the Thar coal pro-
Member of the Planning Commission and incharge of Block 5 of &

Thar coal fields Dr Mubarakmand revealed that work had started forder to address their concerns. the WB team was briefed on the

the pilot project to produce 100 megawatts (MW) of electricity iBenefits of underground gasification and how the extraction process
Block 5 of the Thar coal fields. If the trial is successful, production\ﬁgmd be completed in an environment friendly manner
pacity of the project could be increased to 1,000 MW.

In an exclusive interview witfihe Express Tribunke explained that

He said that Pakistani scientists possessed exceptional capabilities and

o urged the government to organise a national conference of scientists
underground gasification technology would be used to generate el%%'that ideas could be exchanged on how to extract mineral resources.

tricity from Thar coal. Through this technology, coal would be burn% compared the coal project with the national nuclear programme in

underground to create gas which would then be used to produce el?&r’ms of national pride and said that the success of the pilot would be
tricity. The gas could be used to power large electricity producing tﬁrbig step towards self sufficiency

bines and generators.. S All technology to be used will be from local areas and only the power

Dr Mubarakmand claimed that Pakistani scientists and experts rbae%erators would have to be imported from abroad, He said that the

92 Y L‘]E Sus . r O,OS a av u~2 uva)\ USOKy 2 Fm?eapﬁn%’ct %auﬁmg%rlﬁgo\/@oaéfﬁbf‘c&ﬁb&ens&! ¥hes€| 1S
0o2voa FyR g2NIR OfFaa YAaartSag, @i syQdml Qdfe vy TRignd P FRUEDR expetS R N
FNRY O2htKe KS fjdSalizySRo 62N] 2y tl1A&dlyQa RSTSyOS 22aisSyo
It was claimed that since the gas produced would be colourless, th?F?e federal and provincial governments are seriously considering the

was no chance of it containing carbon. He further clarified that Sirﬁ%posal and are keen to implement it as soon as possible

the coal is in powder form, burning it would result in carbon free g3s;q expected that mining for the 100 MW pilot project will be started

This meant that it would not harm the environment in any way. FWaon and that the price of gas produced in Thar will be equivalent to
thermore, due to underground gasification no ash or waste would 9% gas coming from Sui

released into the air.
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